
St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish  
820 Susquehanna Road, Rydal, PA 19046 

215-884-3252 / sthilaryrydal@gmail.com / www.sthilarypoitiers.org 

JANUARY 11, 2026 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

 

 



 

St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish  †  January 11, 2026 -  The Baptism of the Lord  

PASTOR’S CORNER  
 
 

 
 

Sunday, January 11, 2026                                                      
The Baptism of the Lord 

              5:00pm Vigil ~ Joseph Hare, Jr. 
   8:30am ~ Jack Whalen                                                          

  10:30am ~ Pearl Santilli 
               

                               Monday, January 12, 2026 
                            8:00am ~ Michael John Corley 
           *** Adoration from 8:30am to 4:00pm 
               

                                                                Tuesday, January 13, 2026 
Saint Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of Church 

   8:00am ~ Schembie & Monterossa Families 
       *** Adoration from 8:30am to 4:00pm 
                                                    

         Wednesday, January 14, 2026 
               8:00am ~ Charlotte Groll 
                                 

         Thursday, January 15, 2026 
              8:00am ~ Connal and Mary O’Donnell 
                   

Friday, January 16, 2026 
                 8:00am ~ Joseph Hare 
       

           Saturday, January 17, 2026 
         5:00pm ~ Laura Alegado                        

        

            Sunday, January 18, 2026 
    Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

                8:30am ~ William Lawler 
    10:30am ~ William and Rosemary Wynne      

 
 

The 2026 Mass Book for  
Announced Masses is open.     
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“You are my beloved Son,                                            
with you I am well pleased.”    

                                                   (Luke 3:15-22) 
 

 The wonderful season of Christmas 
comes to an end today as we celebrate the 
Baptism of Jesus.  We pray that its great hope, 
its spirit, and fragrance will be filtered through 
all the moments of the New Year.  Christmas 
highlights the great mystery that can be felt 
every day.  As St. Pau writes, “The grace of 
God has appeared saving all.”  This saving 
grace is found in a surprising and unexpected 
place, a child lying in a manger. 
 

 Today, we find that child in another    
surprising and unexpected place in the waters 
of Baptism.  When Jesus stepped into those 
waters, He not only changed the current of 
those waters...He changed the currents of 
“godless ways, worldly desires, sin, and law-
lessness.”  By our Baptism, we are given the 
grace to swim against the tide of worldly ways.  
May we all keep the hope and fragrance of 
Christmas alive by our eagerness to do good as 
the Lord sees the good. 
 

 Let us, as in the  words  of St.  Gregory,  
“become a living force for good, a light shining 
in the world.  You are to be radiant lights as you 
stand beside Christ, the great light, bathed in 
glory of Him who is the light of  heaven.” 
 

 Now God is found today in a surprising 
and unexpected place in you by the mystery of 
the Eucharist. 
 
 

Happy and Blessed New Year, 

Father Murray 

 

CHECK OUT THE ST. HILARY PARISH 
TWITTER ACCOUNT, INSTAGRAM, AND FACEBOOK PAGE!   

  

St. Hilary of Poitiers Online (Rydal, PA) (@sthilary_rydal) / Twitter  
 

St Hilary of Poitiers - Rydal, PA (@sthilary_rydal) | Instagram  
 

St Hilary of Poitiers Church - Rydal, PA | Abington PA | Facebook 

 

https://twitter.com/sthilary_rydal/
https://www.instagram.com/sthilary_rydal/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092314839346
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ST. HILARY OF POITIERS SCHOOL 
PreK         Kindergarten      Grades 1-8 

 

Please visit www.sainthilaryschool.com  
You can also contact the principal,  

Mrs. Fagan, at 215-887-4520 or email to  
efagan@sainthilaryschool.com   

ST. HILARY OF POITIERS 
 

Feast Day:  January 13 
 

How does a pagan man eventually become one of the most 
important Christians of his time?  The story of St. Hilary helps 
us see that God can and does work through each one of us. 

 

Hilary was born in Poitiers, 
France, sometime around 
the  year 300.  His parents 
were very wealthy and made 
sure he received a good ed-
ucation.  Hilary was raised 
as a pagan.  Pagans wor-
shipped many gods.  That 
did not make sense to Hilary.  
He thought that there could 
only be one true God.  To 
learn more, Hilary read the 
Scriptures.  Meeting Jesus in 
the Gospels and learning 
what Jesus taught about 

God the Father changed Hilary’s heart. He was baptized and 
became a Christian. 
 

Hilary was married and had a daughter, so it was  surprising 
when he was chosen to be the Bishop of   Poitiers.  But in 
those days, bishops were chosen by local priests and ap-
proved by the people. Hilary was respected for his intelligence 
and his modesty.  People thought that he would make a good 
leader. 
 

At that time, a priest named Arius was preaching that Jesus 
not truly God.  This was a heresy, or false teaching, but many 
people - including the emperor - began to believe in Arius’s 
preaching. Hilary opposed Arius’s ideas and spoke out against 
him.  He wanted everyone to know that it is through Jesus, 
God’s only Son, that we are saved.  The emperor punished 
Hilary by sending him away to a part of  ancient Greece that is 
today know as Turkey. 
 

Hilary made good use of his four years in exile. He wrote   
important books and sermons about the Blessed Trinity, and 
he composed hymns that expressed the beliefs of our faith.  
When he was finally permitted to return to Poitiers, the people  
gathered in the town square to cheer him.  He spent the rest 
of his life writing and preaching.  He died around 368 and was 
named a Doctor of the Church by Pope Pius IX in 1851.     
Reportedly, one of the first known Christmas hymns is “Jesus 
Refulsit Omnium” (“Jesus, Light of All the Nations’), written by 
St. Hilary of Poitiers in the fourth century.  Today he is invoked 
as the patron saint against snake bites. 

FALL DEEPER IN LOVE WITH CHRIST  
IN THE NEW YEAR 

 

At the center of all we do as Catholics, we must have a     
personal and close relationship with Jesus.  He  offers to 
each of us a deep, intimate, “I love you forever” kind of     
relationship.  Make time to fall deeper in love with Christ: 
 

 T...TALK:  Prayer is an amazing privilege. Through it, we 

have an open invitation: “Call to me, and I will  answer 
you” (Jeremiah 33:3).  We have a promise that He hears us: 
“When you call me, and come to pray to me, I will listen to 
you” (Jeremiah 29:12). 
 

 I...INTIMACY:  To love Christ, we must know Him.  In Scrip-

ture, God tells us who He is (Exodus 34:6), how He feels 
about us (Isaiah 43:4), what He desires for us (Luke 12:32), 
and how being His will make us happy (Matthew 5:7).  Try to 
make Scripture a part of every day. 
 

 M...MEET HIM:  Relationships grow through shared experi-

ences.  We meet Jesus in prayer, Scripture, the Sacraments, 
and above all, during the Mass. 
 

 E...EVERYTHING FOR LOVE:  St. Therese of Lisieux dis-

covered that she could delight God by simply picking up a pin 
out of love.  He wants to hear us, His beloveds, say: “I love 
you, too” in words and actions.  Essential to falling in love 
with God is making time for Him. 

ST. HILARY  LADIES  
AUXILIARY OF MARY 

 

THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 22 

7:00pm 
 

Please join us for the Rosary, 
monthly meeting, and some New 

Year’s Prayer, Fellowship, and Stewardship! 
 

Open to all women of the parish!  Any questions, 
please contact Stacey Ellis at 215-896-3424 or email 
to scallah9@aol.com. 
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FINAL ~ ST. HILARY’S EAGLES FOOTBAL BLOCK POOL   
       
 

Week 16 Winners ~ Ed McDonald and Tom Gilton 
Week 15 Winners ~ The Stengels and Steve & Donna Vito 
Week 14 Winners ~ Dave Luschini and Gracie DiCiacco 
Week 13 Winners ~ Dan & Nicole McVey and Chuck Strain 
Week 12 Winners ~ Fagans and Justin Muttreja 
Week 11 Winners ~ Maryann McDonald & Greenfield Fam. 
Week 10 Winners ~ Mike Coyle and Dan Cifuni 
 Week 09 Winners ~ Mosie Barrett and Debbie Comas 
Week 08 Winners ~ Alex Muttreja and Egan Family 
Week 07 Winners ~ Forkin Family and Anthony Cesarini 
Week 06 Winners ~ Steve Farrell and Frank Davis 
Week 05 Winners ~Steve Farrell and Frank Davis 
Week 04 Winners ~ Connie Fennell & Fenstermaker Fam. 
Week 03 Winners ~ Dan & Mary McVey and Terri Supka 
Week 02 Winners ~ Dave Luschini and Gracie DiCiacco 
Week 01 Winners ~ Ed McDonald and Tom Gilton  
 

Thanks to Bob Lattanzi, our Football Pool Organizer!! 

ST. HILARY OF POITIERS  
FUNDRAISER 

 

Each raffle ticket is $10.   
Great prizes to be had! 

 
Raffle Tickets will be on sale after all 

Masses beginning next weekend. 
Raffle Tickets will also be on sale in the               
Rectory Mondays thru Thursdays from 

8:30am to 4:00pm (closed from 12-1pm) 
starting on Tuesday, January 20. 

 
** It would be greatly appreciated if you 
would take a packet of 25 tickets to sell 

them (anyone can sell the tickets).  There 
will be an Instruction Sheet included.  

Please stop by the table after Mass to pick 
up a packet to sell (there is a special  

incentive for sellers, too)! ** 
 

If you have any questions, please call the 
Rectory Mondays thru Thursdays at  
215-884-3252 or you can email to  

sthilaryrydal@gmail.com  
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
IN PARTICIPATING IN THIS  
RAFFLE FUNDRAISER FOR  
ST. HILARY OF POITIERS! 

The goal of a Catholic Liturgy is to  
communicate a transcendent awareness 

of the Real Presence of Jesus Christ.  
 

    Faith in the Real Presence                                   
of Christ in the Eucharist demands                                       

great beauty, dignity, and reverence.                         

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 
 

Wackerman Funeral Home for 
the yearly generous gift of our St.  
Hilary of Poitiers Parish Calendars!   
 

To All the Volunteers who decorated our Church 
for the beautiful celebration of the Birth of Christ 
and throughout the entire Christmas Season. 
 

Thanks To Everyone who has kindly contributed 
so far to the Parish Christmas Collection, and also 
for the Christmas Flowers Collection. 
 

Thanks for the Gifts and for the Christmas 
cards & photo cards,  cakes, cookies, candy, etc. that 
came my way! 
 

Thanks once more to all who kindly donated to 
the annual Block Collection. 
 

Your generosity, loyalty, and kindness  

are great graces to me!    - -  Fr. Murray 

 

Mark your calendars for the  
Girl Scout Cookie Sale  

after all the Masses on January 24/25, 2026 
($6 per box; cash or Venmo)  
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Thank you to everyone who joined us on  
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day to celebrate  

the Birth of Christ in our beautifully decorated Church!   

ST. HILARY 
ANNUAL GIVING TREE! 

 

The Parish Outreach  
Program once again sends 

sincere thanks for the  
overwhelming response to our Giving Tree project! 

 

The Cradle of Hope received many needed articles (177 
items and 158 diapers) for the mothers and children in 
time for Christmas.   Once again, Birthright was given 95 
items including outfits, bottles, towels, etc. as well as 
1,675 diapers, 4,806 wipes, and other baby necessities. 
Finally, St. Francis Inn had yet another donation from St. 
Hilary’s in the form of 40 items including gloves, socks, 
and woolen hats. 
 

Your care and kindness are a blessing.  Thank you! 

THREE TIPS TO BOOST 
YOUR PRAYER LIFE 

 

  Prayer fuels our spiritual life, but 
praying effectively can be    

  challenging sometimes.  Even 
the saints had dry spells. Among 

these was the mystic and Carmel-
ite reformer, St. Teresa of Avila.  

Try these suggestions from her to 
enliven your prayer: 

 

** Become aware of God’s pres-
ence.  It may feel as if God is 
distant, but He is so close.  St. 
Teresa began by enjoying God’s 
nearness.  Know that He is with 
you and wants your company. 
 

** Bring a good book.  Saint 
Teresa, who struggles with dry-
ness in prayer, kept a book with 
her.  Scripture, Lives of the 
Saints, or a book about the Faith 
can help us focus and spark con-
versation with Him. 
 
** Be honest.  It is said that St. 
Teresa once fell into the mud and 
told God bluntly, “If this is how 
you treat your friends, no wonder 
you have so few of them!”  God 
wants you to share all your expe-
riences with Him - good and bad.  
Entrust your cares to Him. 
 

 
 

 



Page 6/January 11, 2026                                                                                                160 St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish 

PRAYER LINE 
 

Help is needed for our Parish Prayer Line.  If you would 
like to be part of the Prayer Line and be contacted to pray 
for the sick, please call Virginia at  215-663-1418.  
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING SICK: 
Michael Dooley, Jack Avak, Michael Brown,  Nicolas Lid-
dy, Bob Kilcoyne, Mary Jane Namola, Elizabeth 
Dieckman, Sophia Southerling, TJ McDonald, Ahmed  
Abdul, Sal Sermania, Sue Masantonia, Angela Gavin, Wil-
liam Hartner, Mary Jane Hummel, Michele Kelly, Tina 
Savarino,  Sarah Koehler,  Paris Luckowski, Judy Sklar, 
Bernadette  Redican, Gina Devaney, Bob Steele,  Linda 
Smithson,  Eileen Burger, Brian  Bailie, Lionel Melly 
Wright, Cole Plachter, Mary Jo Reaby, Kevin Rosenbaum, 
Capt. Schaffr, Dan Webb, Rhodena Thompson, Bruce 
Thompson II, Linda Urie, Sonna Alamar, Sharon Fainelli, 
Donald Budrejko, Maura Murphy, Gregory Marrone, Jim 
Comet, Ian Reilly, Kira McKeever, Michael Lucas, John 
Rieth, Holly Judge, Greg Ziembe,  Anne Visco, Daniel 
Hare, BJ Verdon, Fidelia Almerini, Liliana DeGrazia, Leila 
Koehler, Martha Serdner, Theresa Williams, Bob Donnolly, 
Ilda Leal, Isaiah Walter, Regina Carberry, Scott Paris, Ben 
Paris, Michelle Hannah, Michael Keough, Joanne McKee, 
Jamie Leal, Helen Toland, Maryanne Powell, Sandra Rog-
ers, Timothy Funk, Michelle Stuetz, Kim Huntoweski, Ari-
el Cleveland, Mary Garcia, Soon Lee, Thomas Decicico, Jr. 
Silver Murphy 
 

Please pray for the souls of the recently deceased: 
Rev. John R. McFadden 

ST. HILARY OF POITIERS CHURCH 
  

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturdays at 5:00pm 

Sundays at 8:30am and 10:30am, 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
8 AM on Monday thru Friday 

   

CONFESSIONS: 
 Saturdays 4 – 4:45 PM; Sundays in Lent after 10:30am Mass 

 

HOLY DAYS                                                                             
7 PM Vigil; 8 AM and 10 AM on holy day                                                                                       

 

Pastor ~ Rev. Kevin P. Murray 
 Weekend Assistant ~ Msgr. Gregory J. Fairbanks 

In Residence ~ Rev. Jacob John 
Deacon ~ Deacon Joseph W. Bernauer , J r . 

   

School Principal ~ Eileen Fagan  
    efagan@sainthilaryschool.com  School phone: 215-887-4520 

Coordinator of Religious Education ~ Noreen Forkin  
                                                        sthilaryprep@gmail.com 

Business Manager ~ Maureen Maher  
Parish Secretary ~ Mar ian Stengel    215-884-3252 

                       sthilaryrydal@gmail.com  
Music Director  ~ Justin Jue       Plant Manager ~ Hal Fagan 

   

BAPTISM: Sundays after the 10:30am Mass.  Please email or  call 

the Rectory for more information. 
 

MATRIMONY: Couples planning to marry should contact the   

Rectory six months before the desired date. 
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:                                                  
Monday to Thursday 8:30am to 4pm; closed for lunch 12-1 

Fridays 8:30am to noon 

Please note that church envelopes, as well as Tuition payments 

and other school payments, can be dropped off in the secure 

BLACK lockbox outside the rectory during off-hours.  

SAINT HILARY’S 55+ SPIRIT CLUB 
 

St. Hilary’s 55+ Spirit Club will have its next meeting 
on Wed., January 21.  Karen Halm, BSN, RN, Med 
former Director of Abington Memorial Hospital Car-
diac Rehabilitation Program, will be speaking to us on 
“heart healthy eating.”  Spirit Club Members who 
are going on the bus trip to the National Shrine of 
Our Lady of Czestochowa on April 9th are asked 
to bring their $25 to the January 21st meeting 
(make check payable to “St. Hilary Travels.”  New 
members are always welcome - we are a fun & wel-
coming group! You don’t need to be a parish member 
to join. If you have questions, please call Ro Schell at 
215-206-5313 or Mike Schell at 215-206-4530. Look-
ing forward to seeing you on January 21st. Doors 
open at 9am and the meeting starts at 10am.  

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
TOTAL WEEKLY SUNDAY COLLECTION 

 

 
 

    December 28, 2025     December 29, 2024 
 

Sunday Offering:  $3,433          Sunday Offering:  $5,475 
Electronic Giving: $2,124         Electronic Giving: $2,179 
 

            Total: $5,557                    Total: $7,654 
 

      January 4, 2026           January 5, 2025 
 

Sunday Offering:  $5,822          Sunday Offering:  $5,023 
Electronic Giving: $6,034         Electronic Giving: $5,828 
 

          Total: $11,856                   Total: $10,851 

 

Immaculate Conception Parish is sponsoring a 
bus to the Annual March For Life  

in Washington DC on 
Friday, January 23, 2026 

 

Bus leaves at 7:30 after a special 7:00am Mass at 
Immaculate Conception Church. 

 

Suggested Donation - $40 adults; $20 students 
 

*** Reserve your seat by calling the Immaculate 
Conception parish office at 215-887-1501 
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Mount 
Saint Joseph 
Academy
Learn more at

MSJACAD.ORG

Free & Confi dential Pregnancy Services
24 Hour Hotline: 1-800-550-4900

www.BirthRight.org

“It is the right of every pregnant woman to give 
birth, and the right of every child to be born.” 

~Birthright Charter

7986 Oxford Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19111
215-728-0385

A Blessing from God
Alvin Clay Financial Advisors LLC
309 York Road, Suite 215, Jenkintown, PA 19046

267.626.2382 / info@alvinclay.com
www.alvinclay.com

Time to Reevaluate Your Financial Future?

Our reputa  on for Integrity, Exper  se, and Wisdom benefi ts every client we serve.  
Our clients trust us to create and implement a plan that is right for them.

Contact us for a Complimentary Consultation!

Deacon Alvin Clay

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

610-696-0100
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

$350Off 
Any New Stairlift With This Ad

• FREE in home evaluations
• Family owned & operated for more than 20 years

1.888.900.8883
www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com

Hartsville Realty Company
Complete Property Management Services

Edward McDonald Broker/owner
(215) 442-9388 

ed@hartsvillerealty.com
Serving Philadelphia, Montgomery and 

Bucks Counties for over 30 years.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Leasing
• Management
• HOA/Condo Associations

Remax 
One

Realty

Edward McDonald
Associate Broker

(215) 442-9388 
“Put my 30 years of experience 

serving Philadelphia, 
Montgomery and Bucks Counties 

to work for you”.
St. Hilary Parishioner

Lic & Ins Visa & MC

www.parisseplumbing.com
215-728-1000

ALL LEAKS FIXED

Thomas Parisse
& Sons Inc.

A Family Business Since 1983
Neighboring Parishioner

Plumbing • Heating • Drain Cleaning • Same Day Water Heaters
City Violations Corrected • Free Estimates • Emergency Services

Your continued support has not gone 
unnoticed by your parish community and is SO appreciated!

tii ddd t hhhh ttt

t   
e p ns r ! 

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

Message and data rates may apply.

Space
Available
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JOSEPH P. FARLEY

PLUMBING 
& HEATING
Registered No. 3121 • P.A. 043294

Alterations
Jobbing

309 Central Avenue

215-379-0881

Serving Families Since 1900

Joseph J. McGoldrick Funeral Home, Inc.Joseph J. McGoldrick Funeral Home, Inc.
Joseph J. McGoldrick, F.D. 1924-2013

Th omas M. McGoldrick, F.D. Supervisor
James T. Meyers, F.D. • Francis X. Givnish, F.D.

215-884-0800    507 West Avenue, Jenkintown, PA 19046    www.mcgoldrickfh .com

Daniel A. Webster
CUSTOM PAINTING

Lead Certified
Renovations • Drywall • Tape Repairs 

Power Washing • Staining
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

215-740-9424

Since 1981
References 
Gladly Given

7900 Oxford Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19111
215-745-1006 • Lifecelebration.com

Fox Chase – Abington – Academy RoadFox Chase – Abington – Academy Road

Dean-Geitner-Givnish Life Celebration HomeDean-Geitner-Givnish Life Celebration Home

Richard D. Wilson
Supervisor

 John F. Givnish, F.D.
John F.X. Givnish III, F.D.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

Charles P. Elliott, PC
110 Central Ave.

Cheltenham, PA 19012
215-663-2500
We Make House Calls

Complimentary Initial Consultation

We are here for all 
your tax, IRS, fraud 

investigations 
& inheritance tax

The Best Wings in Philly
have now come to Fox Chase!

www.curransfoxchase.com • 7968 Verree Rd, Philadelphia PA

Bar Hours: Mon-Sun 7am-2am
Kitchen Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm

                       Fri-Sat 11am-11pm*Non-Smoking*

check out the latest offerings 
by your bulletin sponsors 

by downloading 
our free appTMFindingF BER

Each Offi ce Independently Owned and Operated

Larry Aita
REALTOR®

Seniors Real Estate Specialist

Outstanding Agents.
    Outstanding Results.

Regency Realty

Cell: (215) 478-4344
Offi  ce: (215) 517-8800
larryaita@myrealtorpa.com
www.larryaita.com
Let’s Get Moving!

 Wackerman Funeral Home, Inc.Wackerman Funeral Home, Inc.
8060 Verree Rd. Philadelphia, PA 19111

www.wackermanfuneralhome.com         215-342-5200      
Elizabeth Wackerman Bailey, Supervisor     Emily Wackerman Ellingsworth, Funeral Director

   1944 – Austin C. Wackerman - 2017      

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

SAMI

in remembrance of

ASK
Archbishop Wood

High School
Discover

Archbishop
Wood

We Look Forward to Seeing You!
655 York Road, Warminster | 215-672-5050

www.archwood.org

Est. 
1957

CrusaderFootball.org
Registration Now Open
           Grades 4th-8th

           Roslyn, PA




