
St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish  
820 Susquehanna Road, Rydal, PA 19046 

215-884-3252 / sthilaryrydal@gmail.com / www.sthilarypoitiers.org 

FEBRUARY 8, 2026 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

 



 

St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish  †  February 8, 2026 -  Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

PASTOR’S CORNER  
 
 

 
 

Sunday, February 8, 2026                                                      
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

              5:00pm ~ Jack Duffy 

   8:30am ~ Bernice and John Dugan                                                         

  10:30am ~ Don and Eileen Burger 
               

                               Monday, February 9, 2026 
                            8:00am ~ Marie Amenhauser 
     *** Adoration 8:30am - 4pm 
               

                                                                Tuesday, February 10, 2026 
Saint Scholastica, Virgin 

   8:00am ~ Ann Dearden 
                                                    

         Wednesday, February 11, 2026 
Our Lady of Lourdes 

               8:00am ~ Maria DiGiosoffato 
                                 

         Thursday, February 12, 2026 
              8:00am ~ The Murray Family 
                   

Friday, February 13, 2026 
                 8:00am ~ Kathleen and Tom Walsh 
       

           Saturday, February 14, 2026 
       5:00pm ~ Joseph Magee III 
                                

            Sunday, February 15, 2026 
    Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

                8:30am ~ Anna Vasturia 
    10:30am ~ Paul Varallo 
         
 
 

The 2026 Mass Book for Announced Masses is open.     
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“You are the salt of the earth and  
the light of the world.” 

 

 Salt was a precious commodity in the 
time of Jesus; almost as precious as gold.  As 
we know, it was often used to preserve food or 
for medicinal purposes.  Salt brings out the   
flavor in food; it brings out the best.  To call 
someone “salt of the earth” was the highest of 
compliments, referring to one’s loyalty as well 
as durability.   
 

 Today, Jesus pays each of us that very 
same compliment.  We are called to preserve 
the rich tradition of our faith to be lights of hope 
in times of darkness.  Living in a right relation-
ship with God, sharing our bread, sheltering the 
homeless, etc. allows Christ’s light to shine 
through us.  This call of Jesus is a great      
challenge today, in a culture that wants to settle 
for less.  Sacred truths are dismissed, and     
standards for human behavior in speech and 
ethics are lowered.  We are called to be bold 
and courageous, and realize the cross will be 
as real for us as it was for Jesus. 
 

 Salt is made up of the purest of things; 
the mixture of sun and water from the sea.  We 
are made from the most purest of all things 
from the Son of God and water of Baptism.  
May we never settle for less but discover the 
dignity of holy living.  In Christ, we find the  
courage to be loyal and persevere in the    
struggle of faith.  In Him, we can fulfill that     
sacred calling to be “the salt of the earth and 
the light of the world.” 
 

God Bless, 

Father Murray 

 

CHECK OUT THE ST. HILARY PARISH 
TWITTER ACCOUNT, INSTAGRAM, AND FACEBOOK PAGE!   

  

St. Hilary of Poitiers Online (Rydal, PA) (@sthilary_rydal) / Twitter  
 

St Hilary of Poitiers - Rydal, PA (@sthilary_rydal) | Instagram  
 

St Hilary of Poitiers Church - Rydal, PA | Abington PA | Facebook 

 

https://twitter.com/sthilary_rydal/
https://www.instagram.com/sthilary_rydal/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092314839346


Page 3/February 8, 2026                                                                                                160 St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish 

 

ST. HILARY OF POITIERS SCHOOL 
PreK         Kindergarten      Grades 1-8 

 

Please visit www.sainthilaryschool.com  
You can also contact the principal,  

Mrs. Fagan, at 215-887-4520 or email to  
efagan@sainthilaryschool.com   

 

SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
FOR NEW STUDENTS AND 
RETURNING STUDENTS 
FOR THE 2026-27 YEAR                              

IS NOW OPEN FOR  
PreK thru 8th GRADE! 

 

 
 

2026 CYO SPRING SPORTS REGISTRATION  

Spring Sports Registration is now open for the 2026 season for 
St. Hilary parishioners!  Below is a list of the sports.  Practice 
schedules will go out once all teams secure a coach.  Game 
schedules will go out after the region-wide scheduling meet-

ings. *** Link to sign up is below.  
 

Varsity Track & Field - birth years: 2016 thru 8th grade 
 

Bantams Track & Field - Kind. thru birth year 2017 (no PreK) 
 

Co-Ed High School Volleyball - Grades 9-12 ( just games) 
 

Girls Flag Football  -  Grades 5-8; JV & Varsity levels 
 

Baseball - Grades 5-8 boys; JV & Varsity levels 
 

Co-Ed Cadet T-Ball - Grades PreK thru 2nd grade 
 

Registration closes Feb. 13.  Thanks for your continued      
support and commitment to our student-athletes - looking   
forward to a fun and faith-filled, spring sports season! 
 

Link to sign up: 

*** https://registration.teamsnap.com/form/49948 
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PLEASE JOIN US  
FOR OUR LENTEN SCRIPTURE SERIES ~ 

YOUR CHOICE OF TWO DIFFERENT SESSIONS! 

 
Take a Lenten Journey 

with Fr. Agustino Torres, 
CFR, this Lent to reorient 

your life toward God - 
through prayer, fasting, 

and almsgiving - and learn 
that you are made for 

heaven! 
 

 
Made for Heaven...this 6-Week Lenten Series will 

be offered by Kathy Lill on six Tuesdays at   
1:30pm in the Rectory (Feb. 17th, Feb. 24th,  

March 3rd, March 10th, March 17th, March 24th)   
Offering:  $15   
Register:  Call the Rectory at 215-884-3252 or email 
to sthilaryrydal@gmail.com  
*** Please register & pick up your book from the 
Rectory before the first session…thanks! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

 
Bishop Robert Barron’s  

exploration of Catholicism is 
deeply rooted in the lives of the 

saints, as he seeks to capture the   
essence of the faith through the 
stories and teachings of those 
who have lived out their faith. 

 

 
This 4-Week Series, “God’s Friends in Heaven and 

On Earth”, will be offered by Fr. Murray on  
four Wednesdays at 7:00pm in the Rectory   

(Feb. 25th, March 4th, March 11th, March 18th)         
 

Register:  Call the Rectory at 215-884-3252 or email 
to sthilaryrydal@gmail.com   

 

Week 1:  St. Peter & St. Paul            
Week 2:  St. Katharine Drexel and St. Teresa   
                                                            (Little Flower) 
Week 3:  St. Edith Stein & St. Theresa of Calcutta  
Week 4:  St. John of the Cross & St. Teresa of    
                                                                           Avila 

ST. HILARY OF POITIERS  
FUNDRAISER 

Each raffle ticket is $10.   
Great prizes to be had! 

 

Raffle Tickets will be on sale after all Masses at 
two of the Church entrances. 

 
Raffle Tickets will also be on sale in the               

Rectory Mondays thru Thursdays from 8:30am to 
4:00pm (closed from 12-1pm). 

 

** It would be greatly appreciated if you would 
take a packet of 25 tickets to sell them (anyone 
can sell the tickets).  There will be an Instruc-

tion Sheet included.  Please stop by the table af-
ter Mass to pick up a packet to sell (special                    

incentive for sellers, too)! 
 

If you have any questions, please call the                    
Rectory Mondays thru Thursdays at  
215-884-3252 or you can email to  

sthilaryrydal@gmail.com  
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION IN 
PARTICIPATING IN THIS  
RAFFLE FUNDRAISER FOR  
ST. HILARY OF POITIERS! 

St. Hilary “Not-So-Super” Super Bowl Block Pool 
 

You needed to have already reserved your Block(s) from Bob 
Lattanzi directly for the Super Bowl game!  For those who still 
owe money for the Super Bowl Block Pool, checks are made 
payable to St. Hilary. You can drop off checks in the secure 
black lockbox outside the Rectory at any time of night or day 
in an envelope marked “Super Bowl Pool”.  You can also put 
your marked envelope in the Sunday collection baskets by 
next weekend, or Venmo Robert Lattanzi @sc1225.  Thanks 
so much to Bob for his time & effort with our Block Pools! 

mailto:sthilaryrydal@gmail.com
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ST. VALENTINE’S STORY 
 
 

        Let me introduce myself; my name is Valentine.  I 
lived in Rome during the third century.  That was long, 
long ago.  At that time, Rome was ruled by an emperor 
named Claudius.  I didn’t like Emperor Claudius, and I 
wasn’t the only one!  A whole lot of people shared my       
feelings. 
 

        Claudius wanted to have a big army.  He expected 
men to volunteer to join.  Many men just did want to 
fight in wars.  They did not want to leave their wives 
and families.  As you might have guessed, not many 
men signed up.  This made Claudius furious.  So what 
happened?  He had a crazy idea.  He thought if men 
were not married, then they would not mind joining the 
army.  So, Claudius decided not to allow any more  
marriages.  Young people thought that this new rule was 
cruel.  I thought it was  preposterous!  I certainly wasn’t 
going to support that law.  Did I mention I was a priest?  
One of my favorite works as a priest was to marry    
couples.  Even after Emperor Claudius passed his law, I 
kept on performing marriage ceremonies - secretly, of 
course.  It was really quite exciting.  Imagine a small 
candlelit room with only the bride and groom and my-
self.  We would whisper the words of the ceremony, 
listening all the while for the steps of the soldiers. 
 

        One night we did hear footsteps.  It was scary!  
Thank goodness the couple I was marrying escaped in 
time.  I was caught, however.  I was thrown in jail and 
told that my punishment was death.  I tried to stay 
cheerful.  And do you know what?  Wonderful things 
happened.  Many young people came to the jail to visit 
me. They threw flowers and notes up to my window.  
They wanted me to know that they, too, believed in 
love.  One young woman was the prison guard’s daugh-
ter.  Her   father allowed her to visit me in the cell.  
Sometimes we would sit and talk for hours.  She helped 
me to keep my spirits up. She agreed that I did the right 
thing by ignoring the Emperor and going ahead with the 
secret marriages.  On the day I was to die, I left my 
friend a little note, thanking her for her friendship and    
loyalty.  I signed it, “Love from your Valentine.” 
         

 

        I do believe that this note started the custom of  
exchanging love  messages on Valentines Day.  It was 
written on the day that I died, which was February 14, 
269 A.D. 

A Proven Way to Grow in Friendship With God 
 

Do you long to feel God’s love more deeply but find some-
thing holding you back?  St. Ignatius of Loyola shared this 
struggle, inspiring him to create a transformative daily prac-
tice.  This practice can help you live with greater joy in your 
journey with Christ: 
 

* Give thanks...reflect on the blessings of your day; pause to 
really savor them and offer your heartfelt gratitude 
 

* Seek clarity...ask God for the grace to recognize your sins 
and remove them from your heart 
 

* Examine your day...review your actions from  waking un-
til now; reflect on how sin crept in, the   virtues you may 
need to cultivate, and areas of your life that need God’s heal-
ing touch 
 

* Ask for mercy...come to God in repentance; His mercy 
welcomes you back, and Scripture assures us that Heaven 
rejoices over every contrite heart (Luke 15:7) 
 

* Resolve to grow...commit to loving God & others more 
fully tomorrow; plan how to resist temptation, make an     
effort to amend relationships, or  consider Confession.. 

 

WHEN THINGS GO WRONG, CHOOSE CHARITY 
 
 

When difficulties arise, our instinct is often to complain, assign 
blame, o turn inward with harsh self-criticism.  A more construc-

tive response is to choose kindness deliberately, in thought, 
speech, and actions. 

* Practice Kindness in Thought:  Pause and redirect your  
thinking.  Replace them with a steady reminder such as, “This is 
difficult, but I can respond well.”  Offer yourself patience. 
* Practice Kindness in Speech:  Before speaking, ask whether  
your words will help or simply vent frustration.  When emotions 
run high, bring your complaints to prayer. 
* Practice Kindness in Action: Focus on what you can do    
rather then what you cannot control.  Express gratitude, offer help, 
listen attentively, or perform a small, unnoticed kindness. 

Responding with kindness does not ignore problems;  
it creates the conditions for peace and clearer judgment. 

SAVE THE DATE ~  

SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 2026 

MEN & YOUNG MEN’S RETREAT 

ST. HILARY PARISH CENTER 8:30am-1:00pm 

More details to follow...please mark your calendars! 
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PRAYER LINE 
 

Help is needed for our Parish Prayer Line.  If you would 
like to be part of the Prayer Line and be contacted to pray 
for the sick, please call Virginia at  215-663-1418.  
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING SICK: 
Michael Dooley, Jack Avak, Michael Brown,  Nicolas Lid-
dy, Bob Kilcoyne, Mary Jane Namola, Elizabeth 
Dieckman, Sophia Southerling, TJ McDonald, Ahmed  
Abdul, Sal Sermania, Sue Masantonia, Angela Gavin, Wil-
liam Hartner, Mary Jane Hummel, Tina Savarino,  Sarah 
Koehler,  Paris Luckowski, Judy Sklar, Bernadette  Redi-
can, Gina Devaney, Bob Steele,  Linda Smithson,  Eileen 
Burger, Brian  Bailie, Lionel Melly Wright, Cole Plachter, 
Mary Jo Reaby, Kevin Rosenbaum, Capt. Schaffr, Dan 
Webb, Rhodena Thompson, Bruce Thompson II, Linda 
Urie, Sonna Alamar, Sharon Fainelli, Donald Budrejko, 
Maura Murphy, Gregory Marrone, Jim Comet, Ian Reilly, 
Kira McKeever, Michael Lucas, John Rieth, Holly Judge, 
Greg Ziembe,  Anne Visco, Daniel Hare, BJ Verdon, Fi-
delia Almerini, Liliana DeGrazia, Leila Koehler, Martha 
Serdner, Theresa Williams, Bob Donnolly, Ilda Leal, Isaiah 
Walter, Regina Carberry, Scott Paris, Ben Paris, Michelle 
Hannah, Michael Keough, Joanne McKee, Jamie Leal, Hel-
en Toland, Maryanne Powell, Sandra Rogers, Timothy 
Funk, Michelle Stuetz, Kim Huntoweski, Ariel Cleveland, 
Mary Garcia, Soon Lee, Thomas Decicico, Jr., Irene Tucci 
 

Please pray for the souls of all  
of the deceased 

ST. HILARY OF POITIERS CHURCH 
  

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturdays at 5:00pm 

Sundays at 8:30am and 10:30am, 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
8 AM on Monday thru Friday 

   

CONFESSIONS: 
 Saturdays 4 – 4:45 PM; Sundays in Lent after 10:30am Mass 

 

HOLY DAYS                                                                             
7 PM Vigil; 8 AM and 10 AM on holy day                                                                                       

 

Pastor ~ Rev. Kevin P. Murray 
 Weekend Assistant ~ Msgr. Gregory J. Fairbanks 

In Residence ~ Rev. Jacob John 
Deacon ~ Deacon Joseph W. Bernauer , J r . 

   

School Principal ~ Eileen Fagan  
    efagan@sainthilaryschool.com  School phone: 215-887-4520 

Coordinator of Religious Education ~ Noreen Forkin  
                                                        sthilaryprep@gmail.com 

Business Manager ~ Maureen Maher  
Parish Secretary ~ Mar ian Stengel    215-884-3252 

                       sthilaryrydal@gmail.com  
Music Director  ~ Justin Jue       Plant Manager ~ Hal Fagan 

   

BAPTISM: Sundays after the 10:30am Mass.  Please email or  call 

the Rectory for more information. 
 

MATRIMONY: Couples planning to marry should contact the   

Rectory six months before the desired date. 
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:                                                  
Monday to Thursday 8:30am to 4pm; closed for lunch 12-1 

Fridays 8:30am to noon  

Please note that church envelopes, as well as Tuition payments 

and other school payments, can be dropped off in the secure 

BLACK lockbox outside the rectory during off-hours.  

SAINT HILARY’S 55+ SPIRIT CLUB 
 

St. Hilary’s 55+ Spirit Club will have its next meeting 
on THIS Wed., February 11.  Spirit Club Members 
who are going on the bus trip to the National 
Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa on April 9th 
are asked to bring their $25 to the Feb. 11th meet-
ing (make check payable to “St. Hilary Travels).  
New members are always welcome - we are a fun & 
welcoming group! You don’t need to be a parish 
member to join. If you have questions, please call Ro 
Schell at 215-206-5313 or Mike Schell at 215-206-
4530. Looking forward to seeing you on Feb. 11 - 
doors open at 9am and meeting starts 10am. Thanks! 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
TOTAL WEEKLY SUNDAY COLLECTION 

 

 
 

        February 1, 2026      February 2, 2025 
 

Sunday Offering:  $6,259          Sunday Offering:  $4,801 
Electronic Giving: $3,570         Electronic Giving: $2,340 
 

            Total: $9,829                    Total: $7,141 

 

BUS TRIP TO NATIONAL SHRINE 
 

The St. Hilary 55+ Spirit Club is hosting a Pilgrimage to the 
National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa on Thursday, 
April 9, 2026.  We’ll leave St. Hilary’s at 9:00am., have a 
one-hour guided tour upon arrival, attend Mass at 
11:30am., have lunch at 12:30pm., see a 15-minute movie, 
and, of course, enjoy a visit to the gift shop. We'll depart at 
3:30pm and return to St. Hilary's at approximately 4:30pm   
 

Flyers are at the Main Entrance of the Church. Payment 
can be mailed, dropped off at the Rectory, or deposited into 
the black locked box outside the Rectory.  Cost is $25 for 
St. Hilary 55+ Spirit Club Members and $55 for Non-
Members of the St. Hilary 55+ Spirit Club. 
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Mount 
Saint Joseph 
Academy
Learn more at

MSJACAD.ORG

Free & Confi dential Pregnancy Services
24 Hour Hotline: 1-800-550-4900

www.BirthRight.org

“It is the right of every pregnant woman to give 
birth, and the right of every child to be born.” 

~Birthright Charter

7986 Oxford Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19111
215-728-0385

A Blessing from God
Alvin Clay Financial Advisors LLC
309 York Road, Suite 215, Jenkintown, PA 19046

267.626.2382 / info@alvinclay.com
www.alvinclay.com

Time to Reevaluate Your Financial Future?

Our reputa  on for Integrity, Exper  se, and Wisdom benefi ts every client we serve.  
Our clients trust us to create and implement a plan that is right for them.

Contact us for a Complimentary Consultation!

Deacon Alvin Clay

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

610-696-0100
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

$350Off 
Any New Stairlift With This Ad

• FREE in home evaluations
• Family owned & operated for more than 20 years

1.888.900.8883
www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com

Hartsville Realty Company
Complete Property Management Services

Edward McDonald Broker/owner
(215) 442-9388 

ed@hartsvillerealty.com
Serving Philadelphia, Montgomery and 

Bucks Counties for over 30 years.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Leasing
• Management
• HOA/Condo Associations

Remax 
One

Realty

Edward McDonald
Associate Broker

(215) 442-9388 
“Put my 30 years of experience 

serving Philadelphia, 
Montgomery and Bucks Counties 

to work for you”.
St. Hilary Parishioner

Lic & Ins Visa & MC

www.parisseplumbing.com
215-728-1000

ALL LEAKS FIXED

Thomas Parisse
& Sons Inc.

A Family Business Since 1983
Neighboring Parishioner

Plumbing • Heating • Drain Cleaning • Same Day Water Heaters
City Violations Corrected • Free Estimates • Emergency Services

Your continued support has not gone 
unnoticed by your parish community and is SO appreciated!

tii ddd t hhhh ttt

t   
e p ns r ! 

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

Message and data rates may apply.

Space
Available
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JOSEPH P. FARLEY

PLUMBING 
& HEATING
Registered No. 3121 • P.A. 043294

Alterations
Jobbing

309 Central Avenue

215-379-0881

Serving Families Since 1900

Joseph J. McGoldrick Funeral Home, Inc.Joseph J. McGoldrick Funeral Home, Inc.
Joseph J. McGoldrick, F.D. 1924-2013

Th omas M. McGoldrick, F.D. Supervisor
James T. Meyers, F.D. • Francis X. Givnish, F.D.

215-884-0800    507 West Avenue, Jenkintown, PA 19046    www.mcgoldrickfh .com

Daniel A. Webster
CUSTOM PAINTING

Lead Certified
Renovations • Drywall • Tape Repairs 

Power Washing • Staining
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

215-740-9424

Since 1981
References 
Gladly Given

7900 Oxford Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19111
215-745-1006 • Lifecelebration.com

Fox Chase – Abington – Academy RoadFox Chase – Abington – Academy Road

Dean-Geitner-Givnish Life Celebration HomeDean-Geitner-Givnish Life Celebration Home

Richard D. Wilson
Supervisor

 John F. Givnish, F.D.
John F.X. Givnish III, F.D.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

Charles P. Elliott, PC
110 Central Ave.

Cheltenham, PA 19012
215-663-2500
We Make House Calls

Complimentary Initial Consultation

We are here for all 
your tax, IRS, fraud 

investigations 
& inheritance tax

The Best Wings in Philly
have now come to Fox Chase!

www.curransfoxchase.com • 7968 Verree Rd, Philadelphia PA

Bar Hours: Mon-Sun 7am-2am
Kitchen Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm

                       Fri-Sat 11am-11pm*Non-Smoking*

check out the latest offerings 
by your bulletin sponsors 

by downloading 
our free appTMFindingF BER

Each Offi ce Independently Owned and Operated

Larry Aita
REALTOR®

Seniors Real Estate Specialist

Outstanding Agents.
    Outstanding Results.

Regency Realty

Cell: (215) 478-4344
Offi  ce: (215) 517-8800
larryaita@myrealtorpa.com
www.larryaita.com
Let’s Get Moving!

 Wackerman Funeral Home, Inc.Wackerman Funeral Home, Inc.
8060 Verree Rd. Philadelphia, PA 19111

www.wackermanfuneralhome.com         215-342-5200      
Elizabeth Wackerman Bailey, Supervisor     Emily Wackerman Ellingsworth, Funeral Director

   1944 – Austin C. Wackerman - 2017      

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

SAMI

in remembrance of

ASK
Archbishop Wood

High School
Discover

Archbishop
Wood

We Look Forward to Seeing You!
655 York Road, Warminster | 215-672-5050

www.archwood.org

Est. 
1957

CrusaderFootball.org
Registration Now Open
           Grades 4th-8th

           Roslyn, PA




