
St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish  
820 Susquehanna Road, Rydal, PA 19046 

215-884-3252 / sthilaryrydal@gmail.com / www.sthilarypoitiers.org 

JANUARY 4, 2026 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

 

 



 

St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish  †  January 4, 2026 -  The Epiphany of the Lord  

PASTOR’S CORNER  
 
 

 
 

Sunday, January 4, 2026                                                      
The Epiphany of the Lord 

              5:00pm Vigil ~ Madeleine Kelly 

   8:30am ~ Anna Marie Monaghan                                                          

  10:30am ~ Vincent Tartaglia 
               

                               Monday, January 5, 2026 
Saint John Neumann, Bishop 

                            8:00am ~ Michael Laganella 
           *** Adoration from 8:30am to 4:00pm 
               

                                                                Tuesday, January 6, 2026 
Saint Andre Bessette, Religious 

    8:00am ~ Patsy and Jack Whalen 
                                                    

         Wednesday, January 7, 2026 
Saint Raymond of Penafort, Priest 

               8:00am ~ Joseph Magee III 
                                 

         Thursday, January 8, 2026 
              8:00am ~ Rosie Duffy 
                   

Friday, January 9, 2026 
                 8:00am ~ Pvt. William McMahon 
       

           Saturday, January 10, 2026 
         5:00pm ~ Joseph Hare, Jr. 
                                

            Sunday, January 11, 2026 
    The Baptism of the Lord 

                8:30am ~ Jack Whalen 
    10:30am ~ Pearl Santilli      

 
 

The 2026 Mass Book for Announced Masses is open.     
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“We have seen His star” 

 

 The manger scene appears now complete.  
All the players are in place...Angels, Shepherds, 
Kings, and of course Mary, Joseph, and Jesus.  Yet 
the scene will remain incomplete without you and  
me.  Jesus came not just for the Shepherd and 
Kings, but for you and me.  We are the reason, the 
object of a love so intense, that God sent His only 
Son into the world.  We need to be part of this great 
drama by having the Shepherds enthusiastic       
response to God’s word and find the God of ultimate 
surprise.  We need the humility of the Wise Men 
who, though educated and knowledgeable and 
knew science and worldly education, did not have 
all the answers.  By following the star in the sky, 
they came and discovered the Creator of all the 
stars in the universe.  Yet the journey was only 
complete when they consulted with Scripture.  Faith 
and science joined hands and pointed to the true 
star that laid in a manger. 
 
 Theologian Rev. Robert Rolheiser offers us 
a final reflection: 
 

 “Let us journey with eyes seeking 
 the light to see the truth, to see 
 love and goodness.  Let this 
 be the year that we, like the 
 Shepherds and Kings, are  
 willing to go on the same 
 stretching and perilous journey 
 to find God, who is always 
 open and present and freely 
 given to all.” 
 

Happy and grace-filled New Year, 

Father Murray 

 

CHECK OUT THE ST. HILARY PARISH 
TWITTER ACCOUNT, INSTAGRAM, AND FACEBOOK PAGE!   

  

St. Hilary of Poitiers Online (Rydal, PA) (@sthilary_rydal) / Twitter  
 

St Hilary of Poitiers - Rydal, PA (@sthilary_rydal) | Instagram  
 

St Hilary of Poitiers Church - Rydal, PA | Abington PA | Facebook 

 

https://twitter.com/sthilary_rydal/
https://www.instagram.com/sthilary_rydal/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092314839346
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ST. HILARY OF POITIERS SCHOOL 
PreK         Kindergarten      Grades 1-8 

 

Please visit www.sainthilaryschool.com  
You can also contact the principal,  

Mrs. Fagan, at 215-887-4520 or email to  
efagan@sainthilaryschool.com   

A NEW YEAR’S PRAYER 
 
 

 

Dear God, 
 

Thank you that you make all things new.  Thank you for all that 
you’ve allowed into our lives this past year, the good along with 
the hard things, which have reminded us how much we need you 
and rely on your presence, filling us every single day. 
 

We pray for your Spirit to lead us each step of this New Year.  
We ask that you will guide our decisions and turn our hearts to 
deeply desire you above all else.  We ask that you will open 
doors needing to be opened and close the ones needing to be 
shut tight.  We ask that you would help us release our grip on the 
things to which you’ve said “no,” “not yet,” or “wait.”   
 

We ask for your wisdom, for your strength and power to be    
constantly present within us.  We pray you would make us strong 
and courageous for the road ahead. 
 

We pray that you keep us far from the snares and traps of temp-
tations, and that you would whisper in our ear when we need to 
run, and whisper in our heart when we need to stand our ground.   
 

We pray for your protection over our families and friends.  We 
ask for your hand to cover us and keep us distanced from the evil 
intent of the enemy, and that you would be a barrier to  surround 
us, that we’d be safe in your hands. 
 

We ask that you would keep our footsteps firm, on solid ground, 
helping us to be consistent and faithful.  Give us supernatural 
endurance to stay the course, not swerving or being too easily 
distracted by other things that would seek to call us away from a 
close walk with you. 
 

Forgive us for all the times we have worked so hard to be self-
sufficient, forgetting our need for you.  Forgive us for letting our 
fear and worry control our minds, and for allowing pride and  self-
ishness to wreak havoc over our lives. 
 

We confess our need for you...fresh...new...again.  We ask that 
you make all things new in our hearts, in our minds, and in our 
lives for this coming new year. 
 

We ask that you would provide for our needs; we ask for your 
grace and favor.  We pray for your blessings to cover us.  We 
pray that you would help us to prosper and make every plan that 
you have birthed in our heart to succeed. 
 

Shine your light in us, through us, over us.  May we make a   
difference in this world, for your glory and purposes.  Set your 
way before us.  May all your plans succeed so that we may     
reflect your peace and hope to a world that so desperately needs 
your presence and healing. 
 

To you be glory, in this New Year, and forever. 
 
 

In Jesus’ name,  
Amen. 

2025 CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 
 

Thanks to all who attended and who helped 
with the annual Christmas Festival!  It was a fun 
night, complete with Live Nativity, Pictures with 
Santa, Secret Santa Shop, Bake Sale, Food, etc. 
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FLIGHT 2026 INSTRUCTIONS 
 

Good morning and welcome to                           
Flight 2026. 

We are prepared to take off into the                      
New Year. 

 Please make sure your Positive  
Attitude and Gratitude are secured 
and locked in the upright position. 

All self-destruct devices: pity, anger, 
pride, selfishness, and resentment 
should be turned off at this time. 

All negativity, hurt, and  
discouragement should be put away. 
Should you lose your Positive Attitude                

under pressure during this flight,                                   
reach up and pull down a prayer. 

Prayers will automatically be activated                     
by Faith. 

Once your Faith is activated,                        
you can assist other passengers             

who are of little faith. 
There will be NO BAGGAGE allowed                          

on this flight.  
God, our Captain, has cleared us                            

for take-off. 
Destination ~ GREATNESS! 

 
Wishing you a New Year filled 
with new HOPE, new JOY, and 

new BEGINNINGS! 
 

Stay Blessed 
and welcome in 2026 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 
 

Wackerman Funeral Home for the 
yearly generous gift of our St.  
Hilary of Poitiers Parish Calendars!   
 

To All the Many Volunteers who 
decorated our Church for the beautiful 
celebration of the Birth of Christ and throughout the 
entire Christmas Season. 
 

Thanks To Everyone who has kindly contributed 
so far to the Parish Christmas Collection, and also 
for the Christmas Flowers Collection. 
 

Thanks for the Gifts and for the Christmas 
cards & photo cards,  cakes, cookies, candy, etc. that 
came my way! 
 

Thanks once more to all who kindly donated to 
the annual Block Collection. 
 

Your generosity, loyalty, and kindness  

are great graces to me!    - -  Fr. Murray 

Mark your calendars for the  
Girl Scout Cookie Sale  

after all the Masses on January 
24/25, 2026 ($5 per box - - cash, 

check, or Venmo) 

Thank you to everyone who joined us on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day to celebrate the Birth of Christ in our 

beautifully decorated Church!   
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ST. HILARY 
ANNUAL GIVING TREE! 

 

The Parish Outreach Program 
once again sends sincere thanks 

for the overwhelming  
response to our Giving Tree project! 

 

The Cradle of Hope received many needed articles (177 
items and 158 diapers) for the mothers and children in 
time for Christmas.   Once again, Birthright was given 95 
items including outfits, bottles, towels, etc. as well as 
1,675 diapers, 4,806 wipes, and other baby necessities. 
Finally, St. Francis Inn had yet another donation from St. 
Hilary’s in the form of 40 items including gloves, socks, 
and woolen hats. 
 

Your care and kindness are a blessing.  Thank you! 

FALL DEEPER IN LOVE WITH CHRIST  
IN THE UPCOMING NEW YEAR 

 

At the center of all we do as Catholics, we must 
have a personal and close relationship with Jesus.  
He  offers to each of us a deep, intimate, “I love you 
forever” kind of relationship.  Make time to fall deep-
er in love with Christ: 
 

T...TALK:  Prayer is an amazing privilege. Through 
it, we have an open invitation: “Call to me, and I will  
answer you” (Jeremiah 33:3).  We have a promise 
that He hears us: “When you call me, and come to 
pray to me, I will listen to you” (Jeremiah 29:12). 
 

I...INTIMACY:  To love Christ, we must know Him.  
In Scripture, God tells us who He is (Exodus 34:6), 
how He feels about us (Isaiah 43:4), what He de-
sires for us (Luke 12:32), and how being His will 
make us happy (Matthew 5:7).  Try to make Scrip-
ture a part of every day. 
 

M...MEET HIM:  Relationships grow through shared 
experiences.  We meet Jesus in prayer, Scripture, 
the Sacraments, and above all, during the Mass. 
 

E...EVERYTHING FOR LOVE:  St. Therese of     
Lisieux discovered that she could delight God by 
simply picking up a pin out of love.  He wants to hear 
us, His beloveds, say: “I love you, too” in words and 
actions.  Essential to falling in love with God is    
making time for Him. 

 

PICTURES FROM THE RECENT 55+ SPIRIT CLUB 
CHRISTMAS GATHERING  ~ LOTS OF SINGING, 

FOOD, AND A VISIT FROM  SANTA, TOO! 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Hilary 
Knights of  
Columbus 

In Service to One.  
In Service to All. 

 
 

Members Meeting  
on Wed., Jan. 7 at 

7:00pm in the 
Rectory.   
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PRAYER LINE 
 

Help is needed for our Parish Prayer Line.  If you would 
like to be part of the Prayer Line and be contacted to pray 
for the sick, please call Virginia at  215-663-1418.  
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING SICK: 
Michael Dooley, Jack Avak, Michael Brown,  Nicolas Lid-
dy, Bob Kilcoyne, Mary Jane Namola, Elizabeth 
Dieckman, Sophia Southerling, TJ McDonald, Ahmed  
Abdul, Sal Sermania, Sue Masantonia, Angela Gavin, Wil-
liam Hartner, Mary Jane Hummel, Michele Kelly, Tina 
Savarino,  Sarah Koehler,  Paris Luckowski, Judy Sklar, 
Bernadette  Redican, Gina Devaney, Bob Steele,  Linda 
Smithson,  Eileen Burger, Brian  Bailie, Lionel Melly 
Wright, Cole Plachter, Mary Jo Reaby, Kevin Rosenbaum, 
Capt. Schaffr, Dan Webb, Rhodena Thompson, Bruce 
Thompson II, Linda Urie, Sonna Alamar, Sharon Fainelli, 
Donald Budrejko, Maura Murphy, Gregory Marrone, Jim 
Comet, Ian Reilly, Kira McKeever, Michael Lucas, John 
Rieth, Holly Judge, Greg Ziembe,  Anne Visco, Daniel 
Hare, BJ Verdon, Fidelia Almerini, Liliana DeGrazia, Leila 
Koehler, Martha Serdner, Theresa Williams, Bob Donnolly, 
Ilda Leal, Isaiah Walter, Regina Carberry, Scott Paris, Ben 
Paris, Michelle Hannah, Michael Keough, Joanne McKee, 
Jamie Leal, Helen Toland, Maryanne Powell, Sandra Rog-
ers, Timothy Funk, Michelle Stuetz, Kim Huntoweski, Ari-
el Cleveland, Mary Garcia, Soon Lee, Thomas Decicico, Jr. 
 

Please pray for the souls of the recently deceased: 
Marian Stevens    Maureen Fitzgerald    John Kutchgar 

ST. HILARY OF POITIERS CHURCH 
  

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturdays at 5:00pm 

Sundays at 8:30am and 10:30am, 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
8 AM on Monday thru Friday 

   

CONFESSIONS: 
 Saturdays 4 – 4:45 PM; Sundays in Lent after 10:30am Mass 

 

HOLY DAYS                                                                             
7 PM Vigil; 8 AM and 10 AM on holy day                                                                                       

 

Pastor ~ Rev. Kevin P. Murray 
 Weekend Assistant ~ Msgr. Gregory J. Fairbanks 

In Residence ~ Rev. Jacob John 
Deacon ~ Deacon Joseph W. Bernauer , J r . 

   

School Principal ~ Eileen Fagan  
    efagan@sainthilaryschool.com  School phone: 215-887-4520 

Coordinator of Religious Education ~ Noreen Forkin  
                                                        sthilaryprep@gmail.com 

Business Manager ~ Maureen Maher  
Parish Secretary ~ Mar ian Stengel    215-884-3252 

                       sthilaryrydal@gmail.com  
Music Director  ~ Justin Jue       Plant Manager ~ Hal Fagan 

   

BAPTISM: Sundays after the 10:30am Mass.  Please email or  call 

the Rectory for more information. 
 

MATRIMONY: Couples planning to marry should contact the   

Rectory six months before the desired date. 
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:                                                  
Monday to Thursday 8:30am to 4pm; closed for lunch 12-1 

Fridays 8:30am to noon 

Please note that church envelopes, as well as Tuition payments 

and other school payments, can be dropped off in the secure 

BLACK lockbox outside the rectory during off-hours.  

SAINT HILARY’S 55+ SPIRIT CLUB 
 

St. Hilary’s 55+ Spirit Club will have its next meeting 
on Wed., January 21.  New members are always wel-
come - we are a fun & welcoming group! You don’t 
need to be a parishioner. If you have questions, please 
call Ro Schell at 215-206-5313 or Mike Schell at 215-
206-4530.   

ST. HILARY’S EAGLES FOOTBAL BLOCK POOL   
       
 

Week 15 Winners ~ The Stengels and Steve & Donna Vito 
Week 14 Winners ~ Dave Luschini and Gracie DiCiacco 
Week 13 Winners ~ Dan & Nicole McVey and Chuck Strain 
Week 12 Winners ~ Fagans and Justin Muttreja 
Week 11 Winners ~ Maryann McDonald & Greenfield Fam. 
Week 10 Winners ~ Mike Coyle and Dan Cifuni 
 Week 09 Winners ~ Mosie Barrett and Debbie Comas 
Week 08 Winners ~ Alex Muttreja and Egan Family 
Week 07 Winners ~ Forkin Family and Anthony Cesarini 
Week 06 Winners ~ Steve Farrell and Frank Davis 
Week 05 Winners ~Steve Farrell and Frank Davis 
Week 04 Winners ~ Connie Fennell & Fenstermaker Fam. 
Week 03 Winners ~ Dan & Mary McVey and Terri Supka 
Week 02 Winners ~ Dave Luschini and Gracie DiCiacco 
Week 01 Winners ~ Ed McDonald and Tom Gilton  

Due to early Bulletin deadlines during the Christmas  
season,  the Sunday Collection, Block Pool Winners, etc.  

may  not be current 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
TOTAL WEEKLY SUNDAY COLLECTION 

 

*** Due to early Bulletin deadlines because of Christmas and 
New Years from the Publishing Company,  

the Collection Report will not be current until mid-January. 
 
    December 21, 2025     December 22, 2024 
 

Sunday Offering:  $6,115          Sunday Offering:  $3,675 
Electronic Giving: $3,084         Electronic Giving: $3,161 
 

            Total: $9,199                    Total: $6,836 
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Mount 
Saint Joseph 
Academy
Learn more at

MSJACAD.ORG

Free & Confi dential Pregnancy Services
24 Hour Hotline: 1-800-550-4900

www.BirthRight.org

“It is the right of every pregnant woman to give 
birth, and the right of every child to be born.” 

~Birthright Charter

7986 Oxford Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19111
215-728-0385

A Blessing from God
Alvin Clay Financial Advisors LLC
309 York Road, Suite 215, Jenkintown, PA 19046

267.626.2382 / info@alvinclay.com
www.alvinclay.com

Time to Reevaluate Your Financial Future?

Our reputa  on for Integrity, Exper  se, and Wisdom benefi ts every client we serve.  
Our clients trust us to create and implement a plan that is right for them.

Contact us for a Complimentary Consultation!

Deacon Alvin Clay

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

610-696-0100
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

$350Off 
Any New Stairlift With This Ad

• FREE in home evaluations
• Family owned & operated for more than 20 years

1.888.900.8883
www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com

Hartsville Realty Company
Complete Property Management Services

Edward McDonald Broker/owner
(215) 442-9388 

ed@hartsvillerealty.com
Serving Philadelphia, Montgomery and 

Bucks Counties for over 30 years.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Leasing
• Management
• HOA/Condo Associations

Remax 
One

Realty

Edward McDonald
Associate Broker

(215) 442-9388 
“Put my 30 years of experience 

serving Philadelphia, 
Montgomery and Bucks Counties 

to work for you”.
St. Hilary Parishioner

Lic & Ins Visa & MC

www.parisseplumbing.com
215-728-1000

ALL LEAKS FIXED

Thomas Parisse
& Sons Inc.

A Family Business Since 1983
Neighboring Parishioner

Plumbing • Heating • Drain Cleaning • Same Day Water Heaters
City Violations Corrected • Free Estimates • Emergency Services

Your continued support has not gone 
unnoticed by your parish community and is SO appreciated!

tii ddd t hhhh ttt

t   
e p ns r ! 

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

Message and data rates may apply.

Space
Available
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JOSEPH P. FARLEY

PLUMBING 
& HEATING
Registered No. 3121 • P.A. 043294

Alterations
Jobbing

309 Central Avenue

215-379-0881

Serving Families Since 1900

Joseph J. McGoldrick Funeral Home, Inc.Joseph J. McGoldrick Funeral Home, Inc.
Joseph J. McGoldrick, F.D. 1924-2013

Th omas M. McGoldrick, F.D. Supervisor
James T. Meyers, F.D. • Francis X. Givnish, F.D.

215-884-0800    507 West Avenue, Jenkintown, PA 19046    www.mcgoldrickfh .com

Daniel A. Webster
CUSTOM PAINTING

Lead Certified
Renovations • Drywall • Tape Repairs 

Power Washing • Staining
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

215-740-9424

Since 1981
References 
Gladly Given

7900 Oxford Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19111
215-745-1006 • Lifecelebration.com

Fox Chase – Abington – Academy RoadFox Chase – Abington – Academy Road

Dean-Geitner-Givnish Life Celebration HomeDean-Geitner-Givnish Life Celebration Home

Richard D. Wilson
Supervisor

 John F. Givnish, F.D.
John F.X. Givnish III, F.D.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

Charles P. Elliott, PC
110 Central Ave.

Cheltenham, PA 19012
215-663-2500
We Make House Calls

Complimentary Initial Consultation

We are here for all 
your tax, IRS, fraud 

investigations 
& inheritance tax

The Best Wings in Philly
have now come to Fox Chase!

www.curransfoxchase.com • 7968 Verree Rd, Philadelphia PA

Bar Hours: Mon-Sun 7am-2am
Kitchen Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm

                       Fri-Sat 11am-11pm*Non-Smoking*

check out the latest offerings 
by your bulletin sponsors 

by downloading 
our free appTMFindingF BER

Each Offi ce Independently Owned and Operated

Larry Aita
REALTOR®

Seniors Real Estate Specialist

Outstanding Agents.
    Outstanding Results.

Regency Realty

Cell: (215) 478-4344
Offi  ce: (215) 517-8800
larryaita@myrealtorpa.com
www.larryaita.com
Let’s Get Moving!

 Wackerman Funeral Home, Inc.Wackerman Funeral Home, Inc.
8060 Verree Rd. Philadelphia, PA 19111

www.wackermanfuneralhome.com         215-342-5200      
Elizabeth Wackerman Bailey, Supervisor     Emily Wackerman Ellingsworth, Funeral Director

   1944 – Austin C. Wackerman - 2017      

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

SAMI

in remembrance of

ASK
Archbishop Wood

High School
Discover

Archbishop
Wood

We Look Forward to Seeing You!
655 York Road, Warminster | 215-672-5050

www.archwood.org

Est. 
1957

CrusaderFootball.org
Registration Now Open
           Grades 4th-8th

           Roslyn, PA




