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St. Hilary of Poitiers Parish # December 21, 2025 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

PASTOR’S CORNER

“When Joseph awoke, he did what the Angel
instructed him.”

The story of Mary and Joseph reminds us
that God, at times, interrupts our plans and daily
routines. Mary had plans to marry Joseph, which
she did - but God wanted to do something extraor-
dinary with their relationship. Mary would bear a
son, not of Joseph, but of the Holy Spirit. To
Joseph, it was unbelievable and he was ready to
divorce Mary. Being a just and righteous man, he
would do it quickly and spare Mary any embarrass-
ment. Yet here, too, God interrupts His plans,
assuring Joseph that this child is of God by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Joseph, in great faith, took
God at His word and took Mary and her child under
his wings. This great faith led to an incredible
journey. Both Mary and Joseph came to realize
how much God wants to be a part of human life.
God through Jesus is Emmanuel.

Advent is our time to allow God to interrupt
our plans and submit to His plans. Like Mary and
Joseph, we do not always know where God will
lead us. We do know it will lead to great wonders
and surprises beyond what we could ever dream.
Pope Francis writes, “We must be willing to be led,
to come out of ourselves and to find the God of
perpetual surprises.”

No gift can offer any greater surprises than
the gift of Jesus Christ. Allow Him to interrupt your
plans and you’ll never be disappointed.

Happy Advent,
father Muwrroy

“Mass Intentions
‘or the Week

Sunday, December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent
5:00pm Vigil ~ Walt Griffin, Jr.
8:30am ~ John, Rose and Henry McErlean
10:30am ~ Joe Hartey

Monday, December 22, 2025
8:00am ~ Kathleen Weiseman
*** Adoration 8:30am to 4:00pm

Tuesday, December 23, 2025
Saint John of Kanty, Priest
8:00am ~ Christy and Michael McGilvery

Wednesday, December 24, 2025
8:00am ~ Elizabeth Bossert
% 4:00pm Christmas Vigil ~ Jack & Patsy Whalen

Thursday, December 25, 2025
The Nativity of the Lord
*#% 8:30am ~ Stephen Emrich
**% 10:30am ~ Robert and Matthew Davis

Friday, December 26, 2025
No Mass on this day

Saturday, December 27, 2025
5:00pm ~ Albert Funk

Sunday, December 28, 2025
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
8:30am ~ Jim Manes
10:30am ~ Joseph Bernauer, Sr.

The 2026 Mass Book for Announced Masses is open.

BicrthdaY

Jesus! : _:-*'5:

CHECK OUT THE ST. HILARY PARISH
TWITTER ACCOUNT, INSTAGRAM, AND FACEBOOK PAGE!

St. Hilary of Poitiers Online (Rydal, PA) (@sthilary _rydal) / Twitter

St Hilary of Poitiers - Rydal, PA (@sthilary rydal) | Instagram

St Hilary of Poitiers Church - Rydal, PA | Abington PA | Facebook
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https://twitter.com/sthilary_rydal/
https://www.instagram.com/sthilary_rydal/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092314839346

“MARY’S CHRISTMAS DREAM” ST. HILARY OF POITIERS SCHOOL
| had a dream, Joseph; | don’t understand it, but in it, people were |  PreK Kindergarten Grades 1-8
having a birthday celebration for our Son.

Please visit www.sainthilaryschool.com

In my dream, people had been preparing for it for some weeks be- You can also contact the principal,

forehand. They put lovely red-berried holly and tinsel all around the Mrs. Fagan, at 215-887-4520 or email to
efagan@sainthilaryschool.com

house and bought new clothes. They went shopping and bought
elaborate gifts. But | found it strange that these presents were not
for our Son, but for themselves.

They wrapped them in beautiful paper and tied them with lovely
bows and placed them under a tree, which they call a Christ Mass
Tree. | did think that this must be in memory of our Son. They'd
decorated the tree with all sorts of colorful decorations.

The branches were covered with sparkling ornaments. There was a 2025 CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

figure on the top of the tree. It looked like a protective angel. | must

say | thought it was beautiful, especially if it was in honor of our Ivl;l?#lt(ﬁet:n:::Ialvémisiﬁggdédst;g?! \{\;hxagglgﬁg
Son. night, complete with Live Nativity, Pictures with
Everyone was laughing and happy. They were all excited and at = | Santa, Secret Santa Shop, Bake Sale, Food, etc.
first, | thought it was excitement for our Son’s birthday. But in all o

their celebrations, | again found it strange that they never mentioned
His name. How can you have a birthday where the little child whose
birthday it is, is not mentioned?

| had the strangest feeling that if our Son had gone to this
celebration, He would have been intruding. Everything was so
beautiful, Joseph, and everyone so full of cheer, but it made me cry
for our little Son, that he was not mentioned at His own birthday
celebration.

I'm glad it was only a dream, Joseph! How terrible if it had been
real!

(From Ireland)

THANKS TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WHO HELPED WITH CHURCH
DECORATING, INCLUDING THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS & LADIES
AUXILIARY! SOME ARE PICTURED HERE ~ THANKS TO ALL!
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The goal of a Catholic Liturgy is to
communicate a transcendent awareness
of the Real Presence of Jesus Christ.

Faith in the Real Presence
of Christ in the Eucharist demands
great beauty, dignity, and reverence.

When you look for me at Christmas,
You won’t need a special star.
I’'m no longer just in Bethlehem,
I’'m right here where you are.
You may not be aware of me
Amid the celebrations.

You’ll have to look beyond the stores,
And all the decorations.

But if you take a moment
From your list of things to do,

To close your eyes and say a prayer,
I’m waiting here for you.
You’'re the one | want to be with,
You’re the reason that | came!
And you’ll find me in the stillness
Where I’'m whispering your name.

ot CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL
Thank you for your most generous
response to the Catholic Charities
Appeal. So far, we have raised
$34,720 toward our parish goal of
$

47,000. “Where charity and love
prevail, there God is ever found.”
ST. HILARY z
£ ANNUAL GIVING TREE! Py
e Thank you for your R
b e SR
. donations to Birthright, %ﬁﬁ
M Cradle of Hope, and

St. Francis Inn from this year’s Giving Tree!
Your kindness and generosity is greatly appreciated!

CHRISTMAS MASSES

Wednesday, Dec. 24" at 4:00pm
and
Thursday, Dec. 25™ at
8:30am & 10:30am

MASSES FOR THE
SOLEMNITY OF MARY

Wednesday, December 31°
4:00pm
and
Thursday, January 1, 2026
8:30am & 10:30am

The Proclamation
of the Birth of Christ

Today, the twenty-fifth day of December,
unknown ages from the time when God
created the heavens and the earth and then
formed man and woman in his own image.

Several thousand years after the flood,

when God made the rainbow shine forth as
a sign of the covenant.

Twenty-one centuries from the time of

Abraham and Sarah; thirteen centuries
after Moses led the people of Israel out of

Egypt.

Yleven hundred years from the time of Ruth
and the Judges; one thousand years from
the anointing of David as king; in the sixty-
fifth week according to the prophecy of
Daniel.

In the one hundred and ninety-fourth
Olympiad; the seven hundred and fifty-
second year from the foundation of the city
of Rome.

The forty-second year of the reign of Octa-
vian Augustus; the whole world being at
peace, Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of
the eternal Father, desiring to sanctify the
world by his most merciful coming, being
conceived by the Holy Spirit, and nine
months having passed since his conception,
was born in Bethlehem of Judea of the
Virgin Mary.

Today is the nativity of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to the flesh.

Merry Christmas,
Father Muwrravy

Celebrc’re The b|rfh of

Jesus!
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This
Christmas
end a quarrel;
seek out a forgotten friend.
Dismiss a suspicion,
and replace it with trust.
Werite a love letter. Share some
treasure. Give a kind answer.
Encourage youth. Manifest your loyalty in
word and deed. Keep a promise. Find the
time. Forget a grudge. Forgive an enemy. Listen.
Flout envy. Examine your demands on others.
Think first of someone else. Appreciate. Be kind;
be gentle. Laugh a little. Laugh a little more.
Have confidence. Take up arms against malice.
Decry complacency. Express your gratitude. Go
to Church. Welcome a stranger. Gladden the
heart of a child. Take pleasure
in the beauty and wonder
of the earth. Speak
your love. Speak
it again. Speak
it still once again.

DID YOU KNOW?

THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS

Aside from the fact that Epiphany - which comes twelve days
after Christmas - used to mark the end of the Christmas Season,
the “Twelve Days of Christmas” are not really any part of Cath-
olic Liturgy. The song of that name actually derives from a
time in England from 1558 to 1829 when it was illegal to be a
Catholic, and so the song contains a hidden catechism of
Catholic theology.

* A Partridge in a Pear Tree: Jesus Christ

* Two Turtle Doves: The Old and New Testaments

* Three French Hens: The Theological Virtues (Faith,
Hope, and Charity)

* Four Calling Birds: The Four Gospels / The Four
Evangelists

* Five Golden Rings: The first Five Books of the Old
Testament, the “Pentateuch”

* Six Geese-a-Laying: The Six Days of Creation

* Seven Swans-a-Swimming: The Seven Gifts of the
Holy Spirit / The Seven Sacraments

* Eight Maids-a-Milking: The Eight Beatitudes

* Nine Ladies Dancing: 7The Nine Fruits of the Holy
Spirit

* Ten Lords-a-Leaping: The Ten Commandments

* Eleven Pipers Piping: The Eleven Faithful Apostles

* Twelve Drummers Drumming: The Twelve Points
of Doctrine in the Apostles’ Creed

THE LEGEND OF THE CANDY CANE

The hard candy reminds us that Jesus is our
rock. (Psalm61:2)

The cane shape reminds us of a shepherd’s
staff and the shepherd that came to worship
Jesus. It also reminds us of how Jesus came
into the world to be a shepherd of his people.
(Luke 2:8-15 and John 10:11)

The upside-down candy cane forms the letter
“J” and reminds us of the name of Jesus
which means “God saves.” (Matthew 1:21)

The peppermint flavor reminds us of the gift
of spices from the Wise Men. (Matthew
2:11)

The white candy reminds us of purity and
holiness. 1t recalls the virgin birth of Christ,
the sinless life of Christ and the holy life that
Jesus wants his people to live. (Matthew
1:23 and 1 Peter 1:15)

The color red reminds us that Jesus became a real flesh
and blood man and spilled his blood to save his people.
(Hebrews 2:14)

The stripes remind us of the lashes Jesus received when he
suffered for us and ultimately bore our sins that we might
be healed. (1 Peter 2:24-25)

THE
SEASON

THE BEST GIFTS COME ON CHRISTMAS
Christmas brings a joy that goes beyond presents - it’s a
season rich with the gifts God offers: Love, Hope, Family,
and the promise of Heaven.

The gift of love...God chose to come into the world as a baby,
sharing in our human experience.

The gift of hope....although we have moments of sin, the Child
born on that first Christmas offers freedom from sin and the
hope of a brighter future.

The gift of family...family provides strength, comfort, and
support; Baptism welcomes us into Christ's divine family.

The gift of heaven...the most awesome gift is heaven itself;
without Jesus’ birth, heaven would be out of reach.
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| SAINT HILARY’S 55+ SPIRIT CLUB i
1 St. Hilary’s 55+ Spirit Club will have its next meeting |
1on Wed., January 21. New members are always wel- 1
Icome - we are a fun & welcoming group! You don’t,
1need to be a parishioner. If you have questions, please |
1 call Ro Schell at 215-206-5313 or Mike Schell at 215-1
1206-4530. i

ST. HILARY’S EAGLES FOOTBAL BLOCK POOL

Week 13 Winners ~ Dan & Nicole McVey and Chuck Strain
Week 12 Winners ~ Fagans and Justin Muttreja

Week 11 Winners ~ Maryann McDonald & Greenfield Fam.
Week 10 Winners ~ Mike Coyle and Dan Cifuni

Week 09 Winners ~ Mosie Barrett and Debbie Comas
Week 08 Winners ~ Alex Muttreja and Egan Family

Week 07 Winners ~ Forkin Family and Anthony Cesarini
Week 06 Winners ~ Steve Farrell and Frank Davis

Week 05 Winners ~Steve Farrell and Frank Davis

Week 04 Winners ~ Connie Fennell & Fenstermaker Fam.
Week 03 Winners ~ Dan & Mary McVey and Terri Supka
Week 02 Winners ~ Dave Luschini and Gracie DiCiacco
Week 01 Winners ~ Ed McDonald and Tom Gilton

Due to early Bulletin deadlines during the Christmas season,
going forward for the next couple of weeks, the Sunday
Collection, Block Pool Winners, etc. will not be current

PRAYER LINE

Help is needed for our Parish Prayer Line. If you would
like to be part of the Prayer Line and be contacted to pray
for the sick, please call Virginia at 215-663-1418.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING SICK:
Michael Dooley, Jack Avak, Michael Brown, Nicolas Lid-
dy, Bob Kilcoyne, Mary Jane Namola, Elizabeth
Dieckman, Sophia Southerling, TJ McDonald, Ahmed
Abdul, Sal Sermania, Sue Masantonia, Angela Gavin, Wil-
liam Hartner, Mary Jane Hummel, Michele Kelly, Tina
Savarino, Sarah Koehler, Paris Luckowski, Judy Sklar,
Bernadette Redican, Gina Devaney, Bob Steele, Linda
Smithson, FEileen Burger, Brian Bailie, Lionel Melly
Wright, Cole Plachter, Mary Jo Reaby, Kevin Rosenbaum,
Capt. Schaffr, Dan Webb, Rhodena Thompson, Bruce
Thompson II, Linda Urie, Sonna Alamar, Sharon Fainelli,
Donald Budrejko, Maura Murphy, Gregory Marrone, Jim
Comet, Ian Reilly, Kira McKeever, Michael Lucas, John
Rieth, Holly Judge, Greg Ziembe, Anne Visco, Daniel
Hare, BJ Verdon, Fidelia Almerini, Liliana DeGrazia, Leila
Koehler, Martha Serdner, Theresa Williams, Bob Donnolly,
Ilda Leal, Isaiah Walter, Regina Carberry, Scott Paris, Ben
Paris, Michelle Hannah, Michael Keough, Joanne McKee,
Jamie Leal, Helen Toland, Maryanne Powell, Sandra Rog-
ers, Timothy Funk, Michelle Stuetz, Kim Huntoweski, Ari-
el Cleveland, Mary Garcia, Soon Lee

Please pray for the souls of the recently deceased:
Ann Dearden

ST. HILARY OF POITIERS CHURCH

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturdays at 5:00pm
Sundays at 8:30am and 10:30am,

WEEKDAY MASSES
8 AM on Monday thru Friday

CONFESSIONS:
Saturdays 4 — 4:45 PM; Sundays in Lent after 10:30am Mass

HOLY DAYS
7 PM Vigil; 8 AM and 10 AM on holy day

Pastor ~ Rev. Kevin P. Murray
Weekend Assistant ~ Msgr. Gregory J. Fairbanks
In Residence ~ Rev. Jacob John
Deacon ~ Deacon Joseph W. Bernauer, Jr.

School Principal ~ Eileen Fagan
efagan@sainthilaryschool.com School phone: 215-887-4520
Coordinator of Religious Education ~ Noreen Forkin
sthilaryprep@gmail.com
Business Manager ~ Maureen Maher
Parish Secretary ~ Marian Stengel 215-884-3252
sthilaryrydal@gmail.com
Music Director ~ Justin Jue Plant Manager ~ Hal Fagan

BAPTISM: Sundays after the 10:30am Mass. Please email or call
the Rectory for more information.

MATRIMONY: Couples planning to marry should contact the
Rectory six months before the desired date.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:
Monday to Thursday 8:30am to 4pm; closed for lunch 12-1
Fridays 8:30am to noon
*** Rectory Offices closed Dec. 24, 25, 26
Please note that church envelopes, as well as Tuition payments
and other school payments, can be dropped off in the secure
BLACK lockbox outside the rectory during off-hours.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

Thanks again to all those who have
contributed to the St. Hilary Annual
Block Collection! Your kind loyalty and
care for the needs of the parish have
really been a true inspiration. Thank
you also for all who donated for the
lovely Christmas flowers...our Church is beautifully
decorated for the Christmas season!

Page 6/December 21, 2025

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
TOTAL WEEKLY SUNDAY COLLECTION
December 14, 2025 December 15, 2024

Sunday Offering: $2,898 Sunday Offering: $5,351
Electronic Giving: $2.869 Electronic Giving: $2.955

Total: $5,767 Total: $8,306
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Birthright’

“It is the right of every pregnant woman to give
birth, and the right of every child to be born.”
~Birthright Charter

Time to Reevaluate Your Financial Future?

Contact us for a Complimentary Consultation!

Our reputation for Integrity, Expertise, and Wisdom benefits every client we serve.
Our clients trust us to create and implement a plan that is right for them.

Alvin Clay Financial Advisors LLC

309 York Road, Suite 215, Jenkintown, PA 19046
Free&Cofﬁ{iz;zzlsl’-r?:lgicyServlces - - 267'626'2382 / info@aIVinCIaY'com
24 Hour Hotline: 1-800-550-4900 ﬂ U, . & WWW.aIVinC|ay-C0m Deacon Alvin C]ay

o www.BirthRight.org
Q
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A Blessing from God

7986 Oxford Avenue « Philadelphia, PA 19111
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Mount

Saint Joseph
Academy bulletin sponsovs!

Learn more at _
MSJACADORG . Your contln_ued suppor'g has no.t gone

unnoticed by your parish community and is SO appreciated!

New Roofs e Siding
Aluminum Coatings
Skylights ® Gutters

215-342-1301
215-726-1770

Jim Curran, Resurredtion Parishioner

Edward McDonald

Associate Broker

. - ; o Complete P " Serd (215) 442-9388
French Drains - Foundation Repair - Mold Remediation omplete Property Management Services | »p,+ ., 30 yeqrs of experience

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service Hartsville Realty Company

All Work Guaranteed % - Residential serving Philadelphia,
: Montgomery and Bucks Counties
/ \ - C |
610-696-0100 . " B L::;;:;ma to work for you'”.
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com J) - Management St. Hilary Parishioner

+ HOA/Condo Associations

y— | $ 3 5 OOff cDonaId Broker/owner Space

B (215) 442-9388 ,
/ I Any New Stairlift With This Ad Lo n kel Available
Serving Philadelphia, Montgomery and

Bucks Counties for over 30 years.

« FREE in home evaluations
« Family owned & operated for more than 20 years

1.888.900.8883

| 1
1 |
1 |
| 1
1 www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com ! MAIJ.“RY S United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
| 1
| 1
1 |
1 |

tri-state e ARMY® Don't Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
Fouwndakion

R, _ _ _SIA_'_R_ !'!_F_T_S_ _ www.MallorysArmy.com

Thomas Parisse (973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org
& Sons Inc.

A Family Business Since 1983
Neighboring Parishioner

Plumbing - Heating - Drain Cleaning - Same Day' wer He
City Violations Corrected - Free Estimates - Emergency Services + - American Red Cross
ALL LEAKS FIXED =/ Someone Tleeds You!

www.parisseplumbing.com VOLUNTEER
e & e 215-728-1000 visaamc and make a difference.

160 St. Hilary of Poiters, Rydal, PA (I) John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 « www.jppc.net

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

W Message and data rates may apply.




Serving Families Since 1900

Swsoph J. WoGoldrick W% fm catholicmatch® (ELS LNV
Joseph J. McGoldrick, ED. 19242013 & . Pennsylvania PLUMBING

Thomas M. McGoldrick, ED. Supervisor & H E ATI N G

James T. Meyers, ED. « Francis X. Givnish, ED.
215-884-0800 507 West Avenue, Jenkintown, PA 19046 www.mcgoldrickfh.com Registered No. 3121 « P.A. 043294

Family Owned and FREE INSPECTION Alterations
Operated Since 1987 (e X4 Licensed & Insured -
% o o Jobbing
Q’ 309 Central Avenue
RIGHTWAY 215-379-0881

WATERPROOFING CO.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION « FOUNDATION REPAIR

215-427-1727
www.Rightway Waterproofing.com

The Best Wings in Philly
have now come to Fox Chase!
Bar Hours: Mon-Sun 7am-2am !
Kitchen Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm www.larryaita.com S
0@ *Non-Smoking*  Fri-Sat 11am-11pm Let’s Get Moylnql S

www.curransfoxchase.com * 7968 Verree Rd, Philadelphia PA | @r Each Office Independently Owned and Operated e MLS

Danijel A. Webst
CUSTOM PAINTING
Lead Certified

Rennvgtlons + Drywall - Tape Repairs o » 8060 Verree Rd. Philadelphia, PA 19111
ower Washing ¢ Staining

Regency Realty
Larry Aita
REALTOR®

Seniors Real Estate Specialist
Cell: (215) 478-4344
Office: (215) 517-8800
larryaita@myrealtorpa.com

. www.wackermanfuneralhome.com 215-342-5200
Since 19571 Free Estimates |J& ™ j " 4 X ~ i K K X X
References Fully Insured . : Elizabeth Wackerman Bailey, Supervisor ~ Emily Wackerman Ellingsworth, Funeral Director
Gladly Given 215-740-9424 1944 — Austin C. Wackerman - 2017

LIl - HWHATS ©
Archbishop MYNAME

in remembrance of dmﬂémm

Wood 'BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

We Look Forward to Seeing You!

655 York Road, Warminster | 215-672-5050 STOP | ASK
www.archwood. org SAMI MATCH | INFORM

CrusaderFootball.org
Registration Now Open

7900 Oxford Avenue « Philadelphia, PA 1911 1 T 3 Gr;dels 4thl;‘8\th
215-745-1006 « Lifecelebration.com 2 ! by

Richard D. Wilson Charles P. Elliott, PC
Supervisor 110 Central Ave.
John E. Givnish, E.D Cheltenham, PA 19012

215-663-2500
We Make House Calls

Complimentary Initial Consultation

John E.X. Givnish III, ED.

check out the latest offerings

by your bulletin sponsors
? I: B E R by downloading
our free app :

160 St. Hilary of Poiters, Rydal, PA (B) John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 - www.jppc.net

We are here for all

LEl :
& your tax, IRS, fraud

investigations
& inheritance tax






